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ADYERTISEMENT. 



The Lectures contained in the following pages were 
prepared and delivered by the writer in Holy Week,* 
1851, with the desire of bringing before his people 
the most prominent features in the character of the 
persons whose conduct formed the subject of each 
Lecture. His District comprises two townships, in 
the outlying parts of an unusually large Parish, and 
the bulk (in fact nearly 1067) of the population in 
this District live at a distance of about three miles from 
the Parish church. From the general appearance of 
the village of Kingsley, one is led to believe that tlie 
number of houses has certainly not been much, if at all, 
increased for generations ; and yet, until of late years, 
the people have been almost entirely neglected by the 
Church, although a considerable amount has been paid 
by them for spiritual services, which they were con- 
sequently entitled to receive. Thus neglected, dissent, in 
various forms, and varying just as the doctrines taught 
suited the fancies of the people, has taken root and stands 

• The arorage attendance during the week was 29. The Author has 
adopted a similar course in Holj Week of the present year, and the 
average attendance was 48. 



VIU ADVEKTTSEMENT. 

prominently forward in opposition to the teaching of our 
pure and Scriptural branch of the Church Catholic. It 
is stated that nine-tenths of the land in Kingsley are 
occupied by dissenters, whose influence is therefore 
great; and the effect of this is that the Incumbent is 
left to labour almost single-handed in maintaining his 
schools in operation, receiving only about one-sixteenth 
of the tithes paid by the District for spiritual purposes. 
The amount of subscriptions by three residents, and a 
few non-residents (who have more or less interest in the 
place), being wholly inadequate to the maintenance of the 
schools,* these pages are sent forth with the desire of 
obtaining additional funds; and this statement is made, 
in the faint hope that some who have enough and to 
spare of this world's goods may be disposed to help 
the writer in his arduous labours by pecuniary sub- 
scriptions or donations. 

The Author trusts that these observations will be 
received as an apology, if any be needed, for his seeking 
an audience beyond the limits of his own Church, for 
Lectures which he does not presume to think have any 
intrinsic merit which renders them deserving of such a 
distinction. 

Kingsley Pabsonage, April 21, 1852. 

* The ayerage dailj attendance in the Q-irls* School (now " mixed," 
under a master and mistress), during 1851, was 41. A school-room is just 
completed to accommodate 80 infants, of which there are about 150 in the 
District. 
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JUDAS BETBAY8 HIS MASTEB. 



Jesus ! hear us when we prsj, 
Let our strength be as our day, 
Let nor gain nor worldly pride, 
Lure us from our Master's side. 

Keep us from the Tempter's snare, 
Let us all his wiles beware ; 
Shield us in the darkest day, 
Lest our Master we betray. 



COLLECT.* 

ALMIGHTY GOD, we beseech Thee graciously to behold this Thy family 
for which our Lord Jesus Christ was contented to be betrayed, and given 
up into the hands of wicked men, and to suffer death upon the cross, Who 
now liyeth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, 
world without end. Amen, 

* First Collect for Good Friday. 



'' WHOMSOEVER I SHALL KISS THAT SAME IS HE." 

Matthbw xxn. 48. 

Holy Scripture does not give us much information re- 
specting Judas. He is indeed mentioned several times, 
but little more is said of him than that he was *^the 
traitor." In the lists of the Twelve he is named the 
last, " Judas Iscariot, which also betrayed Him."^ 

The little that is said does, however, show the most 
marked features in the character of Judas, and enables us 
to perceive the nature of those dispositions which are 
likely to lead a disciple of Jesus to betray his Master. 

These traits, in the character of Judas, we shall first 
point out, and then suggest some practical reflections, 
which may help each one of us to discover, whether we 
ourselves are quite free from those dispositions which 
Satan found so well suited to his purpose in Judas. 

Judas is remarkable for his selfishness. He had long 
been one of the close attendants upon Jesus ; he had 
marked His devotedness to His work ; he had seen how 
readily He had healed the lunatic, caused the deaf to 
hear, the dumb to speak, the blind to see, the lame to 
walk ; he had accompanied Him in His daily going about 
doing good to the souls and bodies of men, moreover, he 
had seen Him raise Lazarus from the dead who had been 
so long in the tomb,' as altogether to forbid the supposi- 
tion that he had only been in a trance. No doubt all 
these signs of Jesus* authority convinced Judas of His 
power ; he coidd have no misgivings of his Master's 
ability to do whatsoever He woidd. We should almost 
expect that Judas would think He perceived what was 

* Matt. X. 4 ; Mark iii. 19. ' John xi. 40. 



4 LECTURE I. 

passing continually in his own mind ; and yet we can 
hardly suppose it possible that he did^ unless Judas was 
self-deceived, otherwise, he would not have dared to 
obtrude himself into his Master's presence. But mark 
how his selfishness betrays itself: Jesus and His Apostles 
were at supper, in the house of Lazarus, at Bethany.* 
Lazarus was seated at the table. Death had released his 
grasp at the command of Him who had ** all power in 
heaven and earth given unto "* Him ; and we may well 
imagine Lazarus seated there, such as he was before he 
had lain so long in the grave. Then it was that Mary 
" anointed the feet of Jesus," with " a pound of ointment 
of spikenard, very costly," " and wiped them with her 
hair." Now, what was likely to be the feeling of every 
thankful heart, on seeing this token of grateful affection 
on the part of Mary ? Would not all rejoice to see her 
so sensible of what Jesus had done for her, in restoring to 
her her only brother, who had so recently been removed 
by the hand of death ? Doubtless they would. But it 
was not so with Judas. Whatever regard he had for 
his Master ; whatever admiration for His goodness ; what- 
ever estimate he had formed of His power; whatever 
thankfulness he thought was due to Him for His generous 
devotion to the welfare and happiness of others — all were 
lost sight of by him through his selfishness. In this pro- 
fusion of the costly ointment, which filled the whole house 
with its fragrance, Judas saw only the loss of means 
whereby he might promote his own selfish purposes. 

But selfishness was only the root of another prevailing 
characteristic, which was covetousness. That degrading 
eagerness in the pursuit of gain, which induces a man to 
seek his own wealth, to add to his own store, by all and 
by any means which present themselves. Judas perceived 

s John xii. 1 — 10. * Matt, xxriii. 18. 



LECTURE I. d 

not, in the delicious odour which diffused itself through- 
out the dwelling of Lazarus, the incense of a grateful 
heart, rising with acceptance to Him Whose mercy and 
loving-kindness had called it forth. Far otherwise. 

This costly ointment was an offering to our Saviour of 
greater worth than what was usually devoted to His 
service. In comparison with the many contribution^ 
which were made for the support of Jesus and His 
Apostles, this offering for His personal luxury was, we 
conceive, of greater money value than most. Generally, 
these contributions were handed over to the keeping of 
Judas, who had the bag;^ he was treasurer; he was 
steward of our Lord's household ; and alas ! an unfaithful 
one. He saw, in the present use of the ointment, his 
avarice defeated. Here was an offering to his Master 
worth some nine pounds ; his selfishness was over- 
powering; his covetousness could not bear that this 
should pass by him ; and, vexed at the loss of it, he asks, 
speaking out of the abundance of his selfish heart, " Why 
was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and 
given to the poor ?"' Alas ! St. John tells us he had no 
sympathy for the poor;' he wanted not the money for 
them ; his covetousness had made him a thief;'' and had 
the ointment been sold, the money would have found its 
way into his keeping, would have been seized and carried 
off to be applied to his own use, and in no way spent for 
the benefit of the poor. 

Our Lord rebuked Judas, by a few mild and touching 
words, but they had no softening influence on his heart. 
It is probable, indeed, that he felt now, perhaps for the 
first time, that Jesus knew his thoughts. This conscious- 
ness of being detected might indeed hasten the carrying 

' John xii. 6. ^ John xii. 5. 

^ " Not that he cared for the poor," John xii. 6. * John xii. 6. 

B S 



b LECTUEB I. 

his treacherous design into execution ; for^ soon after^ he 
went and bargained with the Jewish rulers, to deliver his 
Master into their hands^ for thirty pieces of silver ; a sum 
of money not equal in value to one-half that of the oint- 
ment, perhaps little more than one-third.* 

The paltry sum for which Judas sold his master, seems 
to suggest that various motives were working in his mind. 
The Evangelists tell us that " Satan entered into him ;"** 
St. John says, " the devil " '^ put it into the heart of Judas^ 
to betray '"' Jesus. But we cannot suppose that Judas 
suspected who was now his real Master ; he could not feel 
that he was doing the devil's work. No, my brethren, 
Satan no doubt persuaded him that he would be doipg 
God service. If Jesus were an impostor, then he would 
be doing good to his fellow-men by delivering Him up to 
justice. If not, if Jesus were really the Christ, then he 
would be hastening on His kingdom ; for, as he probably 
thought with others of his countrymen, if He were the 
Messiah He could never die ; hence, delivering Him into 
the hands of the rulers, from whom He would not be able 
to escape but by miracle, what more likely than that Jesus 
would prove his Messiahship, in a way which should at 
once compel the submission of the Jewish Sanhedrim, 
and constrain them to acknowledge Him as the Christ, 
and accept Him as their king ? Again : what more likely, 
when the temporal sovereignty of Jesus should be thus 
established, than that he, Judas, who had thus^ by an 
apparently treacherous act, been instrumental in 
bringing about the speedy establishment of the Messiah's 
kingdom — what more likely than that Judas should be 

* Dr. Prideaux values each piece (supposed to be a shekel) at 3«., so that 
the whole sum would be £4 10^. ; but if it be, as others reckon, worth 
2s. 3.375(2, only, then 28, 3.375(2. x 30— £3 8«. Hd. It was the ordinary 
price of a common slave. 

*® Luke xxii. 7 ', John zziii. 27. ^ John jxiii. 2. 



LECTURE 1. 7 

enriched and honoured^ and become the most highly 
favoured of His princes? And that such motives are 
not unlikely to have had influence upon Judas^ appears 
from what followed. When Jesus submitted to be con- 
demned; when Judas saw that He did not exert His 
power ; when he saw the fatal effects of his treachery, he 
repented ; that is, he changed his mind so far, that now he 
would willingly save the life of his betrayed master. He 
rushed into the presence of the High Priests and Elders, 
crying, " I have sinned, in that I have betrayed the inno- 
cent blood !'"^ It was too late ; his assertion of his 
master's innocence availed not then. Despair and re- 
morse seized upon his guilty soul, and " he departed, and 
went and hanged himself."" In all this we see the full 
development of selfishness, growing into covetousness, 
which is always accompanied with the dangerous sins of 
pride and ambition. 

What practical reflections, my brethren, should these 
remarks suggest to us ? 

Let us first observe, that Judas was one of the chosen 
Twelve; an Apostle of Christ; a professed follower of the 
lowly Jesus; a disciple, exhibiting openly the greatest 
affection for his Master, tenderly kissing Him, even using 
that token of love to betray Him into the hands of His 
enemies. " Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is He."* 

My brethren, we are disciples of Jesus ; we have been 
made so in baptism. Are we worthy of Him ? or is there 
within our hearts that bitter root of selfishness ? Jesus is 
not with us that we may anoint His feet with costly oint- 
ment, but there are many ways by which we can test our 
selfishness. Do we prefer ease to the service of Christ ? 
Do we begrudge money spent in the promotion of God's 
glory ? Do you think that money, spent in bringing the 

" Matt. xxvu. 8, ^ w Matt, xjtvii. 5. i* Matt. xxvi. 48. 



8 LECTURE I. 

heathen into the fold of Christ is wasted? Do you 
delight to seek your own pleasure, when duty suggests 
that you should honour and serve your Maker ? Do you 
regard the time spent in God's house as lost ? Are you 
weary of the Lord's day, because it hinders the progress 
of your worldly business ? Do any of you make a busi- 
ness of your religious profession ? In professing to serve 
Jesus, are you seeking your own selfish ends ? are you 
seeking the praise of men, or the gratification of your 
own personal feelings ? If your conscience compels you 
to say ^^ yes" to any of these questions, oh beware, my 
brethren, lest you, like Judas, betray your Master. 

Again : you have heard how that Jesus, though rich 
became poor for your sakes." Are you prepared to 
suffer " the loss of all things," '^ that you may win 
Christ ?"*' or, does your selfishness lead you to covetousness? 
Is the increase of your store the one main object of your 
life ? Are you constantly looking to the gain which may 
foUow upon every transaction with your fellow-men;? 
Are you seeking, as the one thing needful, the enlargement 
of your worldly possessions ? In promoting your worldly 
interests, do you ever take advantage of the ignorance of 
your fellow-men ? — of their vices ? — of their follies ? — of 
their weaknesses? Oh! my dear brethren, this sin of 
covetousness, which St. Paul calls idolatry, is much more 
common than we think it is. O let it not have any place 
with you, but rather follow the apostolic injunction, — with 
respect to your fellow-men : — " look not every man on his 
own things, but every man also on the things of others,"" 
and thus show your love to the brethren ; with respect to 
God : — " upon the first day of the week, let every one of 
you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him."*' 
You wiU not dare to dedicate to Him what you have be- 
" 2 Cor. viii. 9. " PhiL iii. 8. i» Phil. ii. 4. i» 1 Cor. xyi. 2. 
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come wrongfully possessed of, and thus you shall keep 
down, by God's help, the sin of covetousness which 
leads many — alas ! how many ! — to betray their Master. 

Lastly, my beloved brethren, you may be led to betray 
your Master, by being seduced into the belief that you 
are promoting God's glory, when, in truth, you are 
following your own imaginations. Pride and ambition 
may lead you to act thus. So long as you serve Jesus, in 
the way He has directed, you may be only humble Chris- 
tians, sitting at the feet of Jesus, unnoticed and un- 
honoured by men ; but pride may say, why cannot I do 
more than this ? I will be more active in His service ! 
His kingdom does not advance fast enough ! Alas ! how 
often do we see the fruits of reasoning like this ! how often 
do we see men thus led away, rending the body of Christ* 
and betraying the Master whom they profess to honour 
and esteem, to the mockery and insult of the ungodly and 
profane. Let me entreat you never to act thus, nor in 
any way to countenance those who do. Shun, I pray you, 
the society of all who treat holy things lightly, who treat 
them profanely, who treat them as common ; lest you also 
become wise in your own conceit, and at length make 
shipwreck of faith ; lest you betray your Master, and 
finally fall headlong into the pit of everlasting destruction. 

Mark also this. At the very moment when Judas was 
betraying his Master he kissed Him — the original has it, he 
kissed Him aflfectionately." This should make us cautious, 
my brethren, in our profession of attachment to our 
Lord. It is quite possible for men to have the name of 
the Lord constantly on their lips, while His Spirit has 
little influence upon their heart. Be watchful then. Utter 
not that sacred name lightly, but " sanctify the Lord God 
in your heart.'"* This will keep you humble before the 

"Matt. xxyL49j icoTf^/Xijaei'. »• 1 Pet. iii. 16. 



10 LECTURE I. 

Lord. You will learn to doubt yoiirself, while you trust 
in your Saviour. Your language will be that of hope, 
rather than that of assurance. You will say, with St. 
Paul, " Not as though I had already attained, either were 
already perfect ;'"* but " I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."** Let 
us do this, my brethren, seeking for daily supplies of 
grace from God our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
then may we humbly *hope that, by the gracious aid of 
God the Holy Ghost, we shall never betray our Master. 

«i PhU. iii. 12, 14. 



Xttim 33. 



THE APOSTLES FOBSAKE CHRIST. 



Lord, whene'er Thy foes abound, 
And our pathway compass round ; 
When they seem to triumph most, 
Still in Thee be all our boast. 

Should they for awhile prevail. 
Suffer not our heart to fieul ; ' 
Then our faith still firmer make, 
Lest our Saviour we forsake. 



COLLECT.* 

O GOD, who knowest us to be set in the midst of so many and great dan- 
gers, that by reason of the frailty of our nature we cannot always stand 
upright ; grant to us such strength and protection, as may support us in 
all dangers, and carry us through all temptations ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

* For the Fourth Sunday after Epiphany. 



*^THEY ALL FORSOOK HIM AND FLED." 

MjlBE xiy. 50. 

We last night pointed out the most marked features in 
the character of Judas the traitor, namely, selfishness, 
covetousness, pride, and ambition, and deduced some prac- 
tical reflections for our own guidance and caution, that 
we might take heed, lest, Satan producing and acting upon 
the like dispositions in ourselves, we also should betray our 
Master, Christ. 

We now proceed to speak of the remaining eleven 
Apostles, with the object of discovering some useful lessons 
for ourselves, as disciples of the same Lord. 

We shall inquire into their position and privileges, and 
then notice their sin recorded in the text, " They all 
forsook Him and fled." 

First, then, what was the position of the Apostles ^ 

Immediately on commencing His ministry, our Lord 
began to gather around Him a number of disciples. The 
first four who are named were fishermen of Galilee ; 
Simon, called Peter ; Andrew, Peter's brother ; and James 
and John, the sons of Zebedee.^ Early in the second year 
of His ministry, we find Jesus, in a retired place, making 
choice of twelve out of the whole number of His disci- 
ples.* These He called Apostles. They were constantly 
about Jesus; they accompanied Him in His daily teaching 
and in His private retirement. Such was their position in 
relation to their Master ; and we may here notice that they 
were men of widely diflfering character ; they were dif- 
ferent in age, in constitutional temperament, in natural 
dispositions and endowments ; and doubtless Jesus knew 

1 Matt. iv. 18, 21. « Luke yi. 13. 
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them thorouglily, yes, even the traitor. Their position 
was such as to enable them to know thoroughly, and most 
intimately, the real character of Christ ; their differences 
of disposition would draw each one's attention to the 
different features of His character ; even Judas would 
notice how opposite to his own character was that of his 
Master ; and, accordingly, when he saw the failure of his 
schemes, and felt the pangs of remorse, he bears testimony 
to the purity of that injured Master, crying out, in the 
anguish of his fruitless repentance, " I have sinned, in 
that 1 have betrayed innocent blood."' 

Secondly, what were the privileges of the Apostles ? 

"We have seen into what close intimacy with their Lord 
their position brought them. They were with Him all 
the time (except during a brief interval*) that He went in 
and out among them, beginning from His baptism up to 
the time of His betrayal. They saw the wonders which 
He did among the people ; they knew that these were 
only the signs of that divine power which belonged to 
Him as the Son of God. They heard His gracious 
words ; they knew all that He taught the people. They 
heard Him command them what they should do ; warn 
them of their danger, if they continued in sin ; and 
reprove them for their rebellion against God. They saw 
Him constantly when in private, and could compare His 
public teaching with His private practice ; they perceived, 
therefore, the true secret of His authority in teaching, 
namely, because it agreed with His practice. They had 
also the privilege of His private teaching. When Jesus 
taught the multitude inseparables. He would privately 
unfold their hidden meaning to His chosen Twelve, 
saying, *^ to you it is given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom."* These then were their privileges; they 

' Matt, xxvii. 4. ^ Mark yi. 7, 30. * Matt, ziii 11. 
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enjoyed the benefit of His public and private teaching ; 
and of his public and private example. He worked upon 
them by His own holy influence, and, under that influ- 
ence they became more or less like their Lord. Only one 
was there among that chosen band upon whom His cha- 
racter failed to have a holy influence, and that one was 
the traitor. 

Thirdly, we notice the Apostles' sin in forsaking Christ. 

We have seen what were their position and privileges, 
and we have said that the influence of our Lord's teaching 
and life was felt by them. We have a remarkable proof 
of this in John xvi.* Our Lord had spoken to the Jews of 
the necessity there was, that all men should spiritually 
partake of His body and blood, in order to obtain eternal 
life. He also described himself as the living bread from 
heaven, of which, if a man eat, he shall live for ever. 
The Jews, with their carnal mind, could not understand 
the spiritual nature of Christ's doctrine, and they were 
offended, ''and from that time many of His disciples went 
back, and walked no more with Him."^ This general 
desertion led our Lord to say unto the Twelve, " will ye 
also go away ?" Then Peter said, " Lord, to whom shall 
we go ? Thou hast the words of eternal life."' They had, 
indeed, at length become so attached to their Lord, that 
when He told them they would be scattered and leave 
Him alone, they all declared that they would die with 
Him sooner than deny Him.® Yet, with all these profes- 
sions of attachment, when Jesus was seized, and yielded 
Himself to those who took Him, " they all forsook Him 
and fled." Admired and followed, they adhered to Him. 
Persecuted and betrayed, they forsook their best friend, 
valuing the preservation of their mortal life, although worth- 
less as they had been taught it was in comparison with 

• John vL 53, 54. ' John vi. 66, 67, 68. « John xyi. 32 ; Matt. xxyi. 31, 35. 
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their undying soul, more highly than their fidelity to their 
Master, for whom they had made such great profession. 

Now, my beloved brethren, what do we learn from these 
things ? We shall see most clearly by inquiring — 

In the first place, what our position is with respect to 
Christ ? 

Our Lord Himself is in heaven ; but He commissioned 
His Apostles to teach, as His ambassadors, and promised 
to be with them always. His faithfulness has not failed. 
He has provided a succession of ministers, to declare the 
glad tidings of His gospel, " and to make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.'" He has graciously 
preserved, in this land, a pure branch of His Holy 
Catholic Church, and I presume that all of us, now 
present in His house, have been made His disciples in 
baptism. 

[We have a Church, in which His word is read ; where 
we may hold communion with Him in prayer ; where His 
word is explained according to the ability which is given ; 
and where His holy sacraments are duly administered, 
according to His own holy institution.] 

This is our position. We have been taken out of the 
world, and planted in the Church ; not for any merits of 
ours, but of His mere mercy. We diflfer as much as the 
Apostles did, in age, in constitutional temperament, in 
natural dispositions and endowments ; and in the amount of 
cultivation which we have received. Jesus, our Master, 
knows our real character. Though he admits us into His 
Church ; though he allows us to frequent His house ; 
though he sufiTers us to partake of His supper ; He does 
not remain ignorant of our true character. Not one of us, 
on the other hand, can fail to notice the excellences of 

9 Matt, xxyiii. 19. 
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our Lord, as testified in the inspired records of His life ; 
and each may see how his own character is approved, or 
condemned, by that of his Lord. Even should there be 
(which God forbid !) a Judas amongst us, he must own, to 
himself, how unlike he is to Him whose disciple he pro- 
fesses to be. Are we, my brethren, sufficiently sensible 
of our position as Christ's disciples? Do we see how 
closely we are admitted to hold intercourse with our 
heavenly Teacher ? Do we constantly use our position 
freely by frequenting His house ? or, do we ever, as the 
manner of some is continually to do, forsake the assem- 
bling of ourselves together ? 

In the second place, what our privileges ai'e as disciples 
of Christ ? 

We have seen how that we have been planted in His 
Church by baptism, and thus have been admitted to the 
privileges of the Christian covenant. Most of us have 
confirmed the promise and vow then made in our name, 
and on our behalf; and have thus become entitled to the 
privileges of full communion. You have a Pastor, acces- 
sible at all times to those who desire to consult him on 
religious matters, and ready at all times to minister to 
you in holy things. He has no power of himself; his is a 
delegated authority, and all his ministerial acts derive 
their strength and efficacy from being done in the Name 
of our common Lord. Here we are privileged to worship 
and serve our God. Here we have all the human means 
which man can want, to help him on his way to heaven. 
Any one of you can obtain, if you wish it, private teaching 
in things spiritual; and "we preach, not ourselves, but 
Christ Jesus, the Lord," both yours and ours ; ^^ and our- 
selves your servants for Jesus' sake."^° 

Let me ask you, my brethren, how it is that so many 

w 1 Cor. iv. 5. 
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who have been admitted disciples of Christ, abandon their 
privileges ? How it is that not one-sixth of the popula- 
tion of this district value them so far as ever to enter this 
House of God ?^* And again, do all who enter this sacred 
place value their privileges ? Do they really listen to the 
word of God, which is here read ? Do they listen with a 
sincere desire to learn its holy truths? Do they hear 
with an attention that marks ? with an intention inwardly 
to digest them ? with a fervent prayer that they may thus 
lay hold of the hope of everlasting life, which is given us 
in our Lord? Do they, in truth, hold communion with 
God, in prayer? Do they prove what is advanced in 
exposition and illustration of the word of God, and " hold 
fast that which is good ?"** Do they duly present them- 
selves to share in all the privileges of the Church ? Do 
you, who are now present, thus use your privileges? 
Alas ! we fear — nay, we are sure — that not any of us use 
our privileges so freely as we ought. Let us, then, look to 
this for the time to come. Let us pray that others, who 
now value them not, may be led to esteem them highly, 
and use them freely. Let us show how we ourselves 
prize them, by our constant use of them, and thus by our 
example, as well as prayers, lead others to do the same. 

In the third place, are we likely to forsake Christ, as the 
Apostles did ? 

There may be, nay, there are some here, who have so 
far used aright their position as disciples of Christ, who 
have been so far influenced for good, by the use of their 
privileges, as not to be offended at the truth. Some who 
have asked themselves, " to whom shall we go ?" Some 
who have felt that the Lord Jesus has preserved in His 

11 Pop. Kingsley, 1067 + Newton, 119=1186. The number of adults, 
present at one time, rarely exceeds 135. 

12 1 Thes. V. 
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Church "the words of eternal life," and, therefore, they 
will not go away. Some who are enabled to "endure 
sound doctrine.'"^ May God confirm such in the faith. 
May He enable you, my beloved brethren, to adhere to 
the truth, even though the Church should have to pass 
through the fire of persecution ; and there are signs of 
coming trials for her purity. On the one hand, error and 
corruption, on the other, licentious opinions. On the one 
hand, superstition, on the other, deceivers who are them- 
selves deceived; followed by those who, after their own 
desires, "heap to themselves teachers, having itching 
ears.'"* Whatever may arise, may you be preserved from 
falling ; may you never forsake your Saviour. 

But, alas ! this is not all ; it is not merely the question 
whether we shall escape the danger of falling into error 
and corruption, on the one hand, or into quicksands of 
ever-shifting and uncertain opinions on the other. We 
are exposed to the hostile attacks of foes. Our heart sinks 
within us, when we hear of assaults made on the holy 
ordinances, which Christ or His Apostles have appointed, 
and when we think of those who are likely to be induced 
to forsake Christ, through the insidious attacks of such 
enemies; when we know that the young and inexpe- 
rienced, instead of seeking counsel where it is likely to be 
safe, have it thrust upon them by the enemies of the cross 
of Christ. We tremble for them, and for those who are 
guilty of the presumptuous sin of causing the young mem- 
bers of Christ's flock to oflTend. We tremble for such, for, 
though they may seem to triumph for a time, sudden 
destruction will come upon them. They may for awhile 
prevail, and though our heart may sink and despond, it 
shall not fail ; for the Lord is our helper. 

Of' those who are exposed to these attacks, some there 

•» 2Tim.iv.3. . »* 2 Tim.iv.3. 
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may be through consent of their own sinful inclinations ; 
some^ intimidated by the mockery and ridicule of their 
associates; some, forced by the frowns of men; some, 
constrained by worldly interest ; these, severally, may in 
one way or another, through fear of man, be led to forsake 
Christ; they may renounce Christ instead of the world; 
they may renounce Christ instead of their own lusts ; they 
may do the world's will instead of the wiU of Christ ; but 
of this we will assure them, that if they are ashamed to 
confess Christ before men, He will refuse to confess them 
before His' Father in heaven;^* and, when He comes to 
judgment, there will be nothing left for them but eternal 
banishment from the presence of God, and the blackness 
of darkness for ever. 

1* Matt. X. 32, 33. 
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PETER DENIES HIS LORD. 



Lord, to us Thyself reyeal, 

Fill our heart with holy zeal. 

Gbant we ever may confess, 

Thee " the Lobd out Bighteousness." 

If alone amid Thy foes, 
Bashly we our life expose, 
Jesus, Master, be Thou nigh, 
Lest our Lord we then deny. 



COLLECT.* 

KEEP, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy Church with Thy perpetual 
mercy ; and, because the frailty of man without Thee cannot but fall, 
keep us ever by Thy help from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things 
profitable to our salvation ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

* For the fifteenth Sunday after Trinity. 



"l KNOW NOT THE MAN." 



Matthew xx\^. 74. 



We saw, last evening, how, when Judas Lad betrayed his 
Master into the hands of His enemies, the remaining 
eleven Apostles "all forsook Him and fled," notwithstand- 
ing that the position which they had occupied gave to 
them such great privileges, and made them so intimately 
acquainted with the power and excellence of their divine 
Master. 

The inspired records inform us, however, that one of 
them, Peter, " followed Him afar off unto the High 
Priest's palace, and went in and sat with the servants, to 
see the end.'" This is stated by all the Evangelists. 

The character of Peter has more points of interest than 
that of any of the other Apostles, but, on this occasion, 
we cannot enter upon an examination of them. We must 
limit ourselves to those parts of his history and character 
which will help us to understand the greatness of his fall 
when he denied his Lord. 

It would seem that Jesus revealed Himself more fully 
to Peter than to the rest of His Apostles. Peter's name 
was Simon. His brother Andrew was a disciple of John 
the Baptist, who called his attention to Jesus, as "the 
Lamb of God."* Andrew sought out Simon, and told him 
that they had found the Messias, which is, the Christ ; he 
brought him to Jesus, Who, when He saw him, said, 
" Thou art Simon the son of Jona ; thou shalt be called 
Cephas, which is, by interpretation, Peter, a stone.'" 
Thus He revealed His omniscience. It is probable that 
Peter was present at Jesus' first miracle at Cana of 

J Matt. xxyi. 58. » John i. 36, 40. » John i. 41, 42. 
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Galilee. Again Jesus came to Simon, when engaged in 
his common vocation on the lake of Tiberias, and bade the 
fishermen cast their nets into the sea, when they inclosed 
a large quantity of fishes, having before been toiling all 
the night unsuccessfully. Thus He revealed to him His 
power. He revealed his power to him, also, by restoring 
to life the daughter of Jairus. He revealed to him His 
glory in His transfiguration,* and from our Lord's own 
words, as recorded by Saint Matthew,* we are assured that 
it was specially made known unto Peter that Jesus was the 
Christ ; " flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, 
but My Father which is in heaven ;" and finally, he was 
acquainted with our Lord's agony in the garden, being 
himself present. 

Peter's constitutional temperament was warm, hasty, 
impetuous. Hence he was rash in declaring his opinions, 
and venturous in his actions, which were often presump- 
tuous. He was the first to answer any question which 
Jesus put to His disciples; he hesitated not to rebuke 
Christ Himself; he ventured, in his vain confidence, to 
meet his Master on the swelling waves ; he hastily smote 
a servant of the High Priest, when Jesus was betrayed, 
and cut ofi" his right ear; he dared to check his Lord, 
when He would wash his feet, and then demanded that 
He should wash him altogether ; and he presumptuously 
declared that he would die with Christ, rather than deny 
Him. Rash, bold, self-confident, who can be surprised 
that he was wavering, inconstant, weak ? 

Yet, here was a character well suited to the preacher of 
the Gospel, when strengthened and established by the 
Holy Ghost. While he was yet a mere babe in Christ, 
his zeal led him boldly to confess his Lord before men. 
Peter had a deep sense of his own unworthiness. When 

* Matt. xvii. 2 j 2 Pet. i. 18. « xvi. 17. 
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Jesus displayed His power in procuring the miraculous 
draught of fishes, we find Peter falling at His feet, and crying, 
"Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord."^ 
Here was a confession which Jesus knew the value of; 
there was no selfishness, but a readiness to abandon self; 
and that is a most important requisite for a sincere follower 
of Jesus, Who at once told him that, henceforth, he should 
become a fisher of men. Peter knew where to look for 
help when his strength failed. When Jesus came, walk- 
ing on the sea, to His disciples, so soon as they knew Whom 
it was, Peter asked that he might come to Him on the 
water. Permission was granted, but Peter quickly found 
his want of power ; his confidence failed, his faith did not 
bear him up,, but he turned to Jesus, Whom he knew could 
aid him. In despair, he cried, " Lord save me !" and 
forthwith Jesus supported His too venturous disciple, and 
in a mild rebuke showed him the cause of his failure, 
" Wherefore didst thou doubt V' 

It was Peter's privilege to confess great truths with 
respect to his Master. When many of the Jews went 
back and walked no more with Jesus, because they saw 
not in Him the Messiah they looked for, and Jesus 
inquired of His chosen Twelve, " Will ye also go away ?" 
it was Peter's heart that first glowed with burning zeal 
and love; it was Peter's tongue which impatiently yet 
afiectionately asked, " Lord, to whom shall we go ?" and 
then he added the noble confession, "Thou hast the words 
of eternal life ; and we believe and are sure that Thou art 
that Christ, the Son of the living God."® Peter could still 
confess his faith in, and maintain his adherence to, his 
Lord, although he saw that many went away and walked 
no more with Him. He would not forsake his Lord ; he 
would not deny Him, though all beside should decline 
• Lukev. 8. ^ Matt. liv. 31. « John vi. 66—69. 
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from following Him. Once more Peter made a like open 
and bold confession. Jesus desired to know, from His 
disciples, what was thought concerning Him by the 
people. He asked, " Whom do men say that I am ?" 
They told Him. He then inquired of them, " But Whom 
say ye that I am?" Again Peter is the first to reply, 
with unfaltering tongue, " Thou art the Christ, the Son of 
the living God." This plain proof of his attachment and 
faith, drew from his Lord His marked approval : " Blessed 
art thou, Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is in heaven."" 
Alas ! Peter's character was such that he could not well 
bear the language of approval ; he became elated and rash ; 
and when, at length, our Lord spake to His disciples 
plainly of his speedy decease, Peter declares that, although 
all men should be led to offend with respect to Jesus, he 
will never be induced to fall away from Him. And when 
His Lord rebuked him and forewarned him that, that 
very night, before the cock should crow, he would deny 
Him thrice, the ardent Peter rashly declares, unreflect- 
ingly contradicting his Lord, " If I should be forced to 
die with Thee, yet will I not dedy Thee."^' Alas! 
Peter was then confiding in his own strength, and we 
know that it was weakness indeed. 

But now the traitor comes with an armed band, and 
their unholy hands arrest the Saviour. He is borne away 
to the rulers, and pressing onward, in his zeal, to see the 
end, to see whither the arrest of his Lord would lead, 
Peter went and gained admission into the palace of the 
High Priest; there his Lord was surrounded by His 
enemies ; there he felt himself wholly unprotected ; Jesus 
was not nigh with His outstretched hand to hold him up ; 
nor could he receive from Him one confidence-inspiring 

» Matt. xyi. 18—17. i» Matt. xxvi. 34, 35. 
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look ; all around were enemies of his Master, and were 
seeking opportunities of helping on the malice of the 
rulers. Peter felt this ; — his liberty — ^his life, were 
endangered. The trial of his faith was too powerful — he 
fell ; and calling down curses in confirmation of the truth 
of what he said, he declared, " I know not the man." It 
was well for Peter that at that moment the eye of his 
Lord caught his own. The Lord, having turned round, 
"looked upon Peter," who "went out and wept bit- 
terly j"" he wept tears of deep and heartfelt repentance ; 
tears which flowed from a broken and a contrite heart ; — 
the sacrifice was seen and owned; was perceived and 
accepted. Thenceforth Peter was the humble yet firm 
and uncompromising preacher of the Gospel; his Lord 
was satisfied with his subsequently thrice-repeated decla- 
ration of attachment; and Peter became faithful unto 
death. 

We will now endeavour to draw some practical les- 
sons from these brief notices of Peter's history and 
character, and may the Holy Spirit enable us to profit by 
them. 

First, then, let us consider how highly we have been 
favoured by being born in a Christian land, and taught to 
know Jesus as the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin 
of the world. We have not, indeed, seen Him ; we have 
not beheld Him change the water into wine ; we have not 
seen a great multitude of fishes drawn into the net by His 
sovereign will ; we have not seen Him raise the dead, nor 
" beheld His glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of 
the Father, full of grace and truth," ^' with our bodily 
eyes. But not less surely do we know that such were the 
tokens of His divine power ; and we see how His word is 
being fulfilled. We see how that all nations are being 

»> Luke xxii. 61, 62. " John i. 14. 
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gradually brought into subjection to His authority, nay, 
many of us feel within us the witness of the Spirit that 
Jesus is the Christ — that He is the Redeemer of the world 
— that He is the Son of God. To us, then, Jesus has 
revealed Himself, and we are conscious that '^ there is 
none other Name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we can be saved.'"' " Flesh and blood hath not revealed 
this unto " ** us, but the Spirit of our God, working with 
the letter of His will, has convinced us that Jesus is our 
Saviour and our King. " No man can say that Jesus is 
the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.'"' 

We have said^^ that we, who are now disciples of the 
Lord Jesus, differ in temperament and endowments. 
Some are hasty in their religious conduct ; some over- 
zealous, others cold ; some lukewarm, others indifferent ; 
some " have a zeal of God, but not according to know- 
ledge,"" others are wrapt up in self-esteem; some make 
vain and ostentatious displays of their adherence to Christ, 
and their love of souls, others are quick to discover and 
condemn error ; some see a mote in another's eye, while a 
beam is in their own eye, and they know it not. All these 
various characters must be worked upon, and moulded 
into, and conformed to the image of Christ, before they 
can become thoroughly like Him, Whom they can only see 
when they are like Him. Whatever faults of character 
there are, they must be removed by the transforming power 
of the Holy Ghost, and sometimes, nay often, the removal 
of them is attended by circumstances which make modern 
disciples of Christ too much like Peter, when he denied 
his Lord. 

Again, we have seen how readily Peter confessed Christ. 
We may profitably examine ourselves on this head. We 

13 Acts iv. 12. 1* Matt. xvi. 17. »» 1 Cor. xii. 3. 
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have been made disciples of Christ by baptism. Some of 
us — would I could hope that all — have known the Scrip- 
tures from the days of our childhood, and have been taught 
that they " are able to make us wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus." *® Have we found them 
profitable to us for teaching ? Have we rightly felt the 
reproofs which they administer to us for our errors? Have 
we carefully corrected our daily life by their rules ? Have 
we been duly instructed in righteousness by them ? If so, 
then surely we know enough to constrain us to say with 
Peter, " I am a sinful man, O Lord !" We know enough 
to confess that Jesus has the words of eternal life. We 
know enough to confess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of the living God. But do we, like Peter, thus confess 
Christ ? Do we confess that he is *^ the Lord our Righte- 
ousness ?" Have we continued constant in prayer, pleading 
His righteousness for our acceptance ? Have we confessed 
ourselves to be followers of Jesus by constant attendance 
in His house ? Have we there, on bended knee, besought 
His helping grace ? Has our tongue uttered the loud 
amen, when the common prayers of the Church have been 
offered ? And did we, when the time came, voluntarily 
tiake upon ourselves the promises and vows made for us in 
our baptism ? Did we sincerely, with set purpose of heart, 
resolve, in the sight of God, and in the presence of His 
congregation, thenceforth to serve Him faithfully ? Have 
we, since then, continually, frequently — ^nay, have we 
once — fulfilled our Lord's dying command, and been par- 
takers of the sacrament of His body and blood? If 
there be one present who has not, let me entreat you, 
on Sunday next, when we commemorate the resurrec- 
tion of our Lord, to seal your confession of your Sa- 
viour then; and may He pour out such an abundance 

i« 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
a 2 
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of His Spirit into your heart, that it may be to you the 
commencement of a faithful walking with God, and the 
foretaste of that inconceivable joy, which you shall pos- 
sess when you share in the marriage supper of the Lamb 
in heaven. 

Lastly, let us ask ourselves whether we do not some- 
times rashly place ourselves amid the foes of Christ, as 
Peter did ? Do we not sometimes mix in company with 
those by whom Christ is not honoured ; with those who 
have no reverence for His person, for His teaching, for 
His Sacraments ? With those whose religion sits so easily 
upon them that it does not prevent them from freely par- 
ticipating in the pomps and vanity of the world, that it 
will not keep them from the race-ground, the ball-room, 
or the theatre ? Do we all of us shut out sinful thoughts, 
which often lead to sinful words and deeds ? Oh ! no, my 
brethren, too many there are who, though they name the 
name of Christ, yet depart not from iniquity ; too many, 
who call themselves Christians, rush heedlessly to join the 
society of the foes of Christ. They think not, they care 
not, that the friendship of the world is enmity against God. 
They admit into their mind thoughts which are the foes of 
Christ ; they admit into their heart desires which are the 
enemies of Christ. Thus they expose their life — ^not as 
Peter did, the life of his body — ^but they expose also the 
life of their soul to the foes of Christ ; and, alas ! many — 
aye, in this village, and thousands, and tens of thousands, 
in this Christian land — deny "the Lord who bought 
them,"^^ "crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, 
and put Him to an open shame."*° 

Let us, then, my brethren, be careful to " keep our heart 
with all diligence,"** lest the foes of Christ enter there. If 
we are compelled, by circumstances, to be alone amid the 

»» 2 Pet. ii. 1. *• Heb. vi 6. " Proy. iy. 23. 
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foes of Christ, such as we have described, then, oh then, let 
us think where we are, and keep our mind's eye upon our 
Saviour, and pray fervently that He may be near us to 
guide us with His eye, so that we may never deny Him, 
our Lord and our God. 



Xtt\nn 3M. 

JOHN'S FIDELirr TO JESUS. 



Fount of loTe and joy dirine, 
Make us now and erer Thine ; 
Let thy Spirit* s presence prove. 
That we share Thy pard'ning lore. 

May we love Thee more than all 
What the world their treasures call ; 
Nought shidl keep us from Thy side, 
Though Thou'rt left by all beside. 



COLLECT.* 

MERCIFUL Lord, we beseech Theo to cast Thy bright beams of light upon 
Thy Church, that it being enlightened by the doctrine of Thy blessed 
Apostle and Evangelist Saint John may so walk in the light of Thy truth, 
that it may at length attain to the light of everlasting life ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

* For Saint John the Evangelist's Day. 



JESUS. . , , SAW. . . . THE DISCIPLE STANDING BY, 

WHOM HE LOVED." 



John XIX. 26. 

We have considered the treachery of one Apostle of 
Jesus — the desertion of the remaining eleven, — and the 
subsequent denial of his Lord by one of these last ; but 
we now direct our thoughts to one whose character 
specially calls forth our admiration and our love, John, 
the Apostle, Evangelist, and Prophet, *^ the disciple whom 
Jesus loved." ^ 

John, as has already been stated, was the brother of 
James, and one of the sons of Zebedee, who, though a 
fisherman by occupation, was in easy circumstances, as 
appears from his employing hired servants, and from the 
fact that Salome, his wife, was one of the women who 
contributed to our Lord's necessities. We are thus led to 
think that John was not an ignorant person; we may 
assume that he was well instructed in the Old Testament ; 
and there is reason to believe that his mother exercised a 
wholesome influence on his education, herself not illiterate, 
and that he was thus capable of gaining much knowledge, 
from the public explanations of the Scriptures, in the 
Synagogue. Salome was an ambitious woman, and, like 
the rest of her nation, she was looking for a temporal 
Messiah, and as such regarded Jesus, of Whom, on 
one occasion, she desired that, when He should take 
possession of His kingdom, her two sons might sit, the one 
on His right hand and the other on His left.* This 
ambitious desire she communicated to her sons, at least 
to James. Both are said to have made the same request 

1 John xi. 23. » Matt. xx. 21. 
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of Jesus, which their mother had preferred.* In his 
native character John had much pride ; and was vin- 
dictive, forbidding, on one occasion, a person to cast out 
devils, because he followed not with Jesus, which drew 
forth from Him a rule, which teaches us how to regard 
those who walk not with us, — ^^ he that is not against us, 
is on our part."* The same vindictive disposition is also 
betrayed by him, when the inhabitants of a Samaritan 
village refused to receive Jesus, when he asked, " Lord, 
wilt Thou that we command fire to come down from 
above and consume them ?'" which question produced 
the mild reproof, which reminded him that ^^ the Son of 
man was not come to destroy men's lives, but to save 
them."* Hence we learn that John was naturally proud, 
ambitious, vindictive, and fiery ; his brother James was, 
perhaps, more so ; and these characteristics account for 
the name which our Lord gave them, namely, Boanerges, 
sons of thunder.® 

Though these traits existed in John's character, there 
were some latent dispositions which attracted our Lord's 
regard. It is not unlikely that, in his youthful training, 
there had been called into action the refiective powers of 
his mind, which would dwell upon those natural objects 
by which he was surrounded. Hence, living in the midst 
of a charming country, and required, by his occupation, to 
be in the open air, under the broad canopy of heaven 
when glistening with its countless stars, we may not doubt 
that his reflections on the glorious works of God, would 
tend, in some degree, to soften his character. Such scenes 
were well suited to holy meditation ; and oft, perhaps, in 
the stilly night, the words of the sweet Psalmist of Israel 
would fill his mind with sacred thoughts ; his heart with 
pure feelings and lofty aspirations ; and sometimes, per- 

» Matt. X. 37. * Mark ix. 40. » Luke ix. 64, 56. « Mark iii. 7. 
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chance, the rich melody of praise would issue from his 
lips, and be borne by listening seraphs to the throne of 
heaven. 

It is supposed that John was originally a disciple of 
John Baptist, and that he was with Andrew when Jesus 
was pointed out to him as the Lamb of God. Be that so 
or not, it is clear that John became very early a disciple 
of Jesus, but continued for a long time at his proper calling, 
until summoned to be a constant attendant upon his 
Master. Some months later, when more instructed in the 
doctrines of Christ, he was chosen one of the Twelve 
Apostles ; and of them he was the most highly favoured. 

The character of John seems to have been impressible 
yet firm ; under the teaching and example of Jesus he 
became humble, mild, and affectionate. Moreover, the 
impressions he received from his Master were durable.' 
His character, being moulded by the gentle yet effective 
influence of Jesus, retained the form imparted to it, which 
was inflexible in its nature. This is proved by the whole 
of his subsequent history. He became transformed by the 
operation of ^vine grace, and so powerful was that 
operation, that he was, at length, more nearly conformed 
to the image of his Lord than the rest of the Apostles > 
whence arose his Master's tender love and confidence. 

Jesus showed His regard for and confidence in John by 
admitting him to free and intimate intercourse. He was 
present, on several occasions, when most of the Apostles 
were not admitted; he was an eye-witness, with Peter 
and James, of the restoring of Jairus's daughter,' of our 
Lord's transfiguration,* and of his agony.* Even Peter 
allowed John's claim to a higher state of confidence and 
affection than he himself enjoyed ; as proved by his 
beckoning to him to inquire, at the Supper, whom it was 

f Luke X. 51. » Mark ix. 2. » Matt, xxvi 37. 
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that oxir Lord meant, when He declared that one of them 
should betray Him. At that time there was " leaning on 
Jesus's bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved. " 
This was John, who fully returned this kindness and 
affection by the most sincere attachment : he was deeply 
sensible of his Master's affectionate regard, and was 
humbled by it ; in the Gospel which he wrote, he never 
speaks of himself but as the ^^ disciple whom Jesus loved." 
He leant, as we observed, on Jesus's bosom, where he 
had found comfort, peace and joy: he desired to know 
him who should be the traitor, and Jesus confidingly 
showed him by giving the sop to Judas.^" This appears 
to have been done privately, and shows the degree of 
condescension and the measure of confidence which Jesus 
bestowed on this His favourite follower. 

John's attachment to Jesus was not, however, limited 

to times of safety, and to hours of social intercourse ; his 

love produced fidelity. John showed his faithfulness to 

the last : true it is that he is included in the words, '^they 

all forsook Him and fied," and three of the Evangelists 

mention Peter alone as following Jesus when betrayed, 

and that " afar off." John himself tells us that " Peter 

followed Jesus, and so did another disciple," and we 

cannot doubt who that "other disciple" was, though his 

modesty concealed his name. It could be no other than 

John ; he had a house in Jerusalem, as it appears, and 

^'vas one of the wealthier class of the people; he "was 

known unto the High Priest, and spake unto her that 

kept the door " *^ of the palace, and thus gained admission 

for himself and Peter. Peter, we saw, denied his Lord, 

and ** went out and wept bitterly." John, more cautious 

and wise, though young, and acquainted with the High 

r^riest — his language free perhaps from the marked pro- 

" John xiiL 21—30. ^^ John xviii. 15, 16. 
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vincialisms of Peter — would probably mingle with those 
who could see the proceedings and hear the examination 
of our Lord, and who were too deeply interested to notice 
the youthful Apostle. Thus he passed unnoticed, and 
doubtless was an observer of what took place before 
Pilate also ; and, when sentence of death was given forth, 
he accompanied his mother and Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, with other women, to Calvary, Here was love 
and faithfulness indeed! Of all that chosen band who 
had been so long the intimate companions of the Saviour, 
there was but one who dared to follow his Master to the 
last closing scene ; but one, the youngest and the gentlest 
of their number, who, amid the brutal horrors of a 
judicial execution, feared not the wrath and fury of man 
thus let loose upon their prey: faithful to the last, he 
leaves not his Lord when expiring on the cross, but 
stands by, in mute sorrow, to witness His last sigh. No 
idle curiosity, no morbid desire to behold one in the 
agonies of a violent death brought him and his com- 
panions there. Oh no ! it was the chord of sympathetic 
woe ; it was the silken tie of fondest love which filled his 
heart and theirs with so much courage, and led them to 
brave the horrors of that scene. Yes, and the Saviour 
felt it deeply; He ^^saw His mother and the disciple 
whom He loved" standing by; His filial love for His 
earthly parent saw into whose keeping He could best 
confide His virgin mother. He calls her attention to 
John, "behold thy son ;" He then commits her to John, 
"behold thy mother.'* What glorious reward was that! 
Regard my mother as thine ! Reverence her, honour her, 
love her for My sake ! Henceforth thou art my brother ! 
And John took her, from that hour, unto his own 
home," 

*2 John xix. 26. 27. 
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We have seen what was the native character of John, 
and how it was changed by the teaching and example of 
Jesus, and the infusion of His Spirit. 

Let us now, dear brethren, consider, each one for 
ourselves, what there once was, what there is now, in 
our character not agreeing with the principles of Christ. 
No doubt we have all been differently placed ; some of 
us have had careful parents in our childhood ; some of us 
have been blessed with a wise, and prudent, and well- 
instructed mother ; one who, like Eunice," taught us 
early to fear God and love our Saviour. Happy they who 
have such a parent ! Some of you, my younger friends, are 
still under the control or influence of parents, and so far 
as that influence would keep you from evil and lead you 
to Christ, prize it highly. But how have we been 
affected by these influences ? Have the traits in our 
native character, which were opposed to the character- 
istics of Christ, been removed ? Have they been lessened 
in their power and intensity ? Have they been replaced 
by the graces of our Lord, or have we been, by God's 
preventing and furthering grace assisting, become so 
thoroughly changed as to be faithful soldiers of the great 
Captain of our Salvation ? 

Again, there may be some here who have not been 
surrounded by such influences ; but then you have heard 
the word of God read a*id preached ; you have heard of 
a Saviour who came to die for you ; you have heard of 
Jesus, Who so loved sinners, such as you, that He left 
His Father's kingdom and came among men, that you 
might be saved from the punishment due to sin; you 
have heard that, if you will believe in Him, if you will 
repent, if you will turn unto Him with all your heart, 
then God will pardon your sin for His sake. Have you 

^» 2 Tim. u 5. 
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believed ? Have you repented ? Have you turned to Him ? 
Have you been thus rightly affected by such surpassing 
love? or are you still following the natural desires of 
your hearty and caring nothing for Christ ? 

Again^ have we all of us felt the striving of His Spirit 
within our souls ? Nay, have not we all felt, at one time 
or other, the Spirit suggesting good thoughts and good 
desires — prompting us to say good words, to do good 
deeds ? Have we not felt His resisting power when im- 
pure thoughts would enter our minds ? when imholy 
desires would invade our hearts ? when these would lead 
us to utter words unsuited to our Christian profession, or 
force us into deeds which would be unworthy of our high 
vocation, by transgressing the commandments of our God ? 
Oh yes ! We are assured that the Holy Spirit has 
striven with each disciple of the lowly Jesus ; has tried to 
convince of sin and convert the sinner; has offered to 
teach and guide the penitent ; has worked effectually to 
conform the believer's soul to the image of the Son of 
God. Have such effects been wrought in us ? Does our 
soul reflect one feature in the character of our Redeemer ? 
and are we earnestly striving to put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, that we may be altogether like him? 

Further, are we all yet convinced that Jesus loves us ? 
Do we feel that He died for us ? Do we feel that He 
could not show greater love than this, that He laid down 
His life for us ? If we are satisfied of His love for our 
souls, has that love produced love in us ? Do we, there- 
fore, love Him ? Do we desire to recline our head on His 
bosom ? Do we delight to behold His miracles ? to think 
of His teaching? to meditate on His sufferings, and 
endeavour to realize them ? to behold His glory with the 
eye of faith ? Are we anxious to increase that glory by 

devoting ourselves to His service ? and careful to protest 

E ^ 
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against any words or deeds which tend to derogate from 
His honour ? Do we show that we love Him .under all 
circumstances? and wherever and wheneyer He is 
assailed ? . . - . 

We iHay gain some direction for our conduct, by 
observing where John stood when he "was rewarded, fox 
his fidelity.... He was standing by the cross. To that, my 
brethren, we must cling. Let your eye ever rest upon the 
cross, as remindihg you of the ignominious death .which 
your Saviour sufiered, to redeem you from the punishment 
for sin, and to purchase for you eternal life. Again, let 
your eye ever rest. upon the cross, to remind you that you 
must bear it in your heart, if you would become like 
Christ ; you will bear your cross daily ; you will crucify 
all your sinful thoughts ; you will nail all your sinful 
desires to the cross; you will mortify, that; is, you will 
deaden, by not indulging in them, all thoughts, feelings, 
actions, which draw you from your Saviour. ; You will do 
this daily, as our Lord has told us : " If any man will come 
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his. cross daily, 
and follow Me."^' Thus will you show your love to your 
Redeemer, as John did ; thus will your fidelity be proved 
before all men; Jesus shall see you standing, by. the, cross; 
He will acknowledge you as His friend,^* as His. brother," 
as a joint-heir'* with Him of the heavenly inheritance. f 

The character of John, his love and fidelity to our. 
Saviour, presents to you — to us —peculiar. claims for; imi- 
tation. This House of .God,, in which we are, now; 
assembled, was consecrated by the name of St." John, the 
Evangelist. O ! that the love of Christ, which He showed 
to His favoured Apostle, may, ever . be. fully and freely 
declared within its walls ! O ! may the love which John 
showed to his Master ever glow within the hearts of [those 

w Luke ix. 23. i* John xv. 14. " Matt. xii. 60. >• Rom. Viii. 17. 
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who worship here ! so that they may be the loving friends 
of Jesus^ and His faithful servants unto death ! May 
they always bear in mind that precious promise, " Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life."^' 

In conclusion I will repeat to you one statement 
(though, possibly, many of you may have heard it before), 
respecting John, which, while it does not rest on any 
authority of Scripture, seems to accord well j with his 
character; it is this: when aged and infirm;;and unahle 
to preach, he was led to the church, he would, say no more 
than these words, ^^ Little children, love one another.** 
His auditors, wearied by the repetition of the same words, 
asked why he said them, and nothing more. He answered, 
"Because it was the command of our Lord, and, if they 
did nothing else, this alone was enough." Yes, my dear 
brethren, and so it would be ; for if love were the root of 
all our actions, we should be ^^ united in one holy bond of 
Truth and Peace, of Faith and Love, and should with one 
mouth glorify God the Father, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord."*® Let tis, at least, who worship here, thus live, 
and so, loving each other, we shall love our Saviour ; and, 
being faithful unto death, we " shall receive a crown of 
glory that fadeth not away. 
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JOSEPH OF ARIMATH^A'S REVERENCE FOR THE 

SAVIOUR. 



Wonders, Lord ! Thou makest known. 
Forcing man Thy power to own ; 
'Midfit Thy foes we ofttimes find,^ 
Hearts to Thee, hj Thee inclined. 

When the world doth follow Thee, 
All Thy servants then would be ; 
But when dangers draw them nigh. 
Coward fear doth make them fly. 

If on Thee contempt they pour, 
Let us love Thee still the more ; 
Should they driye Thee from their sight. 
Still on us, O ! shed Thy light. 



COLLECT* 

ALMIGHTY and merciful God, of whose only gift it cometh that 
Thy futhful people do unto Thee true and laudable service; Grant, we 
beseech Thee, that we may so futhfully serve Thee in this life, that we 
fiEul not finally to attain Thy heavenly promises ; through the merits of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

* For the Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity. 



*' WHEN JOSEPH HAD TAKEN THE BODY, HE WRAPPED 
IT IN A CLEAN LINEN CLOTH, AND LAID IT IN HIS 



OWN NEW TOMB." 



Matthew xxvii. 59, 60. 

How true it is that God's ways are not as our ways ! As 
we looked upon Jesus, this morning,^ nailed to the 
accursed tree; heard Him reviled by those who passed 
by ; and taunted by His enemies for not descending from 
the cross ; which of us would suppose that there could be 
one found, amongst His foes, ready to do honour to His 
lifeless remains ? John, the beloved disciple, was standing 
by the cross, when his Master was in the last agonies of 
death ; the Virgin Mary's heart was pierced by the sword 
of anguish, as she saw her dutiful Son, and yet her Lord, 
suffering thus intensely ; with her stood other women, 
drawn by a strength of affection which woman only feels, 
near the dying Saviour ; but not one of these could hope 
that the body of their crucified Lord would be delivered 
up to them, to receive the last tribute of regard which is 
paid to the remains of those we love. 

When Jesus was crucified between tw^o thieves, then was 
the Scripture fulfilled which saith, " He was numbered 
with the transgressors ;" but how was that to be fulfilled 
which declares, that " He made His grave with the rich 
in His death ?"' What saith the Scriptures ? 

"Now when the even was come, because it was the 
preparation, that is, the day before the Sabbath, there came 
a rich man of Arimathaea, named Joseph, an honourable 
counsellor, a good man, and a just, who also himself waited 
for the kingdom of God, and was a disciple of Jesus, but 

^ Good Friday. * Isaiah liii. 9. 



48 LECTURE IV. 

secretly for fear of the Jews (this man had not consented 
to the counsel and deed of them) ; and he went in boldly 
tx> Pilate and begged the body of Jesus. And Pilate mar- 
velled (wondered) if He were already dead ; and calling 
unto him the Centurion, he asked him whether He had 
been any while dead. And, when he knew it of the 
Centurion, then Pilate gave the body, commanded the 
body to be delivered, to Joseph. And, when Joseph had 
taken the body down, he bought fine linen, and there 
came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by 
night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an 
hundred pounds weight. Then took they the body of 
Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the 
manner of the Jews is to bury. Now in the place where 
He was crucified there was a garden ; and in the garden a 
new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. There 
they laid Jesus, therefore, in Joseph's own new tomb, 
which he had hewn out in the solid rock, because of the 
Jews' preparation day; for the sepulchre was nigh at 
hand. And he rolled a great stone to tlie door of the 
sepulchre and departed. 

" And Mary Magdalene, and Mary, the mother of 
Joses, beheld where He was laid."^ 

We first notice Joseph's position. He was a rich man, 
a native of Arimathaea, evidently dwelling in or near 
Jerusalem ; he was an owner of one or more olive gardens 
(which were so common about the city), as is clear from the 
sepulchre being in one ; he was also a man of high social 
position, being an honourable counsellor, a member of the 
great council of the nation, as appears from his not con- 
senting unto the proceedings of the rest, with respect to 
Jesus ; he was also a good man, and a just, which may 

3 Matt, xxvii. 67— 61 j Mark xv. 42— 47j Luke xxiii. 50—55; 
John lix. 38—42. 
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account for his being allowed to withdraw from them, 
when they were bent upon the destruction of Christ. 
Joseph was known to be a good and a just man, and, there- 
fore, they regarded his conscientious scruples, not suspect- 
ing that he was secretly a disciple of the man whom they 
were seeking to destroy. How far the concealment of 
His true principles was justifiable, it is not for us to 
decide. Had he declared his belief that Jesus was the 
Messiah, he would probably have brought destruction 
upon himself, without advancing the cause of Christ ; nor 
could he have opposed any eflfectual resistance to their 
measures against our Lord. His conduct does not seem 
consistent with that utter abandonment of self, which the 
Gospel requires, but yet it may be that God permitted his 
faith to be thus defective, until the service, which it was 
intended he should perform, called it into bold and deci- 
sive action. 

We notice, in the second place, Joseph's religious 
character. He was a just man, that is, he was not obnox- 
ious to the law ; he was, as Saint Paul says of himself, 
*^ touching the righteousness which is in the l^w, blame- 
less."* So far as he could be justified in the sight of God, 
by the moral and ceremonial law, Joseph was. He had, 
also, a firm faith in the promises respecting the Messiah. 
The same word is used, in the original, in saying that he 
*^ waited for" the Kingdom of God, as is used to denote 
the feeling with which Simeon was " waiting for"* the 
consolation of Israel, and with which certain others 
*^ looked for"* redemption in Jerusalem. He had the same 
firm expectation of it ; he looked for it as a certainty, and 
he was consequently desiring to see it ; and this expecta- 
tion would lead him to investigate the claims of Jesus to 
be the Christ. Waiting, as he was, for the Kingdom of 

* Phil. iii. 6. * Luke ii. 25, 38 ; irpoo-Scx^/iCKof . 
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heaven^ he would not need to be urged to search the Scrips 
tures^ but would gladly and diligently do so^ knowing that 
they would testify to the fact that Jesus was the Messiah^ 
if He really were so. The search he doubtless made^ 
and the result was clearly satisfactory^ for he became a 
disciple of Jesus^ though secretly, for fear of the Jews. 
Who can tell but that he was vainly hoping, by degrees^ 
to break down the prejudices of other counsellors ; gradu« 
ally to acknowledge his own belief, and, by the help of 
Nicodemus, secure Christ's reception as the Messiah? 

But if this were so, all his plans were upset by the 
fearful catastrophe on which we dwelt this morning. He 
could do nothing now, to show his reverence for the living 
Saviour, Whose agonizing death was, perhaps, the final 
proof of His being the Messiah, which Joseph's mind, 
accustomed to sift and weigh evidence, needed. He is 
now, then, ready to show his belief ; he will pay that public 
homage to his Saviour's lifeless body, which fear, and, it 
may be, some faint doubt, hindered him from offering to 
the living yet lowly Jesus ; he goes boldly to the abode of 
Pilate, nay, he boldly enters his presence, — ^perhaps of 
right, as an honourable counsellor ; if so, the boldness was 
in asking for the body of Jesus, Whom Pilate's fiat had 
put to death. The law required that Jesus should make 
His grave with the wicked, indeed that may be considered 
as involved in the sentence **let Him be crucified!" 
Who, then, shall dare to stay its execution ? Who has 
the temerity to snatch the crucified One from the still 
greater ignominy of being buried among malefactors and 
murderers? He was so (buried) in law; to be in &ct 
elsewhere interred must be an act of favour. Who should 
demand that favour? Who should thus dare to impugn 
the justice of Pilate's sentence ? Who should dare thup 
to cast reproach upon the chief priests and rulers, by 
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honouring the remains of One Whom they esteemed a 
greater criminal than a murderer? It was Joseph of 
Arimathaea. But mark how Pilate's habitual caution 
secures to us full proof of the actual death of Christ : he 
wonders whether he was yet dead or no ; it was evening, — 
perhaps twilight, — so that Jesus had been many hours on 
the cross, and yet not so long but that, according to Pilate's 
experience. He might still be lingering alive. To make 
sure, therefore, he summons the Centurion, who assures 
him that Jesus is actually dead; and, then, Pilate gives 
permission to take away the body from the cross. 

In the third place, we notice Joseph's special act of 
reverence. He bought fine linen, such as the wealthy 
alone would use ; he took down the body of Jesus from the 
cross; and, while engaged in this work of love, there 
came Nicodemus with a hundred pounds weight of spices. 
Thus He, Who so lately was crucified between two 
thieves, was now tended by two honourable men, rich 
rulers, eager to show their love. They deemed not the 
finest linen and choice spices too costly to be provided for 
Him Who was despised and rejected of men. They 
wound the body in the linen cloth, with the spices. 
Joseph would have it laid in his own garden ; and in his 
own new tomb, which he had hewn out of the solid rock 
Great indeed was the love and reverence which Joseph 
had for his Saviour, and great was that of Nicodemus too! 
That body was once animated by a living soul, and more, 
— oh! fearful and most wonderfiil mystery! it was the 
human tabernacle of the Son of God, '^ God manifest in 
the flesh."® How gently do they perform their office! 
How sad their heart ! yet, what a labour of love it is to 
them ! No meaner hand than theirs shall touch that sacred 
form, nor lay it in its resting-place ! There it is laid ; and 

« 1 Tim. ui. 16. 
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now a huge stone is rolled to the entrance^ and made 
seciire^ that no profane hand may approach to offer in- 
dignity to their Lord. 

ThxiB we see how God will so rule the hearts of men, 
who are daily associated with His foes, that, when His ser'> 
vice needs their agency, they are made the willing instru- 
ments to effect His purpose. Thus was it that the Scripture 
was fulfilled, which saith, " He made His grave with the 
rich in His death.'* 

There are some important lessons for us, my dear 
brethren, in the character and conduct of Joseph of 
Arimathaea. 

First, to those who hold a position of general influence ; 
which their wealth, or rank, or education secures to them. 
If such find themselves in a minority, in any question or 
cause where the honour of Christ is concerned, if they 
are unable effectually to defend and maintain that honour, 
it is clear that they are not to join with the majority in 
dishonouring Christ. If such cannot give their reasons, 
as founded on reverence for Christ, lest He should be 
reviled on being named in the presence of His enemies, 
their course is plain ; they are not to consent to the coun* 
sel or deed of them, but quietly to ivithdraw. Again, and 
this is a situation in which every one of you may find 
yourselves at one time or another. If you should be in a 
mixed company, where Christ, His Church, His ordi- 
nances, or His ministers, are treated with contempt ; if 
the greater number there scoff at holy things, and you see 
no hope of silencing the scomers, then withdraw from 
them ; do not you consent, even by your presence, to the 
counsel and deed of them; neither remain to cast the 
pearls of great price, which you value above all earthly 
treasure, before swine that would trample them imder 
their feet ; nor throw the holy truths, which are the food 
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of your soul, to dogs that would turn again, and rend your 
heart with their sneers or their mockery. 

Secondly, Joseph's conduct should teach us boldness 
when we can serve Christ. The time may come for those 
who have felt it their duty to be silent, — the time may 
come for you, — ^when an effectual service can be done, for 
our adorable Saviour, in the presence of those who dis- 
honour Him. Then use it boldly to put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men. Let not the fear of man then 
restrain your hand. When there is danger of Christ being 
dishonoured, and you can prevent it, let no coward fear 
keep you back ;. leave not your post ; ** quit you like men, 
be strong ;'" then show in the face of all men Whose dis- 
ciple you are. Men may desire to drive Christ away from 
them ; they may hate His truth ; but if your heart be made 
light, by the bright rays of the Sun of Righteousness, how 
can you fear man ? Keep your eye fixed upon the cross. 
Stand by it as John did. Let that be your stay and sup- 
port, and, so long as it is, Jesus shall encourage you, and 
guide you with His eye. He will give you the wisdom 
of the serpent, the boldness of the lion, and the harm- 
lessness of the dove; so that you shall never hesitate, 
under all circumstances and in all places, to own yourselves 
the devoted servants of your crucified Redeemer. 

Thirdly, Joseph's conduct would teach us reverence. 
Now, reverence is that respect which we are bound to pay 
to God, and to feel with regard to things which are ren- 
dered sacred by belonging in any way to Him. Joseph 
showed his reverence for Jesus by asking permission of 
Pilate to take His body, that he might bury it. He also 
showed his reverence by purchasing new fine linen in 
which to enfold it ; by receiving the valuable spices which 
Nicodemus reverently offered for the burial; by placing it 

? 1 Cor. XYi 18. 
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in a new tomb ; and, further, by that new tomb being his 
own ; and, therefore, that which he valued most highly. 
It is thus evident that Joseph thought nothing too good to 
bestow upon his Saviour; and Nicodemus showed no 
niggard hand in what he did. 

Now in what way can we, my brethren, show our 
reverence for Christ our Master ? 

First. We may show it by our behaviour in church. 
" This is none other than the House of God, and the gate 
of heaven."® Here, therefore, we should especially realize 
God's presence ; here feel that His eye is upon us ; and, 
accordingly, we should, in an especial manner, prepare our 
hearts for His worship. "Where, in our invaluable Com-» 
mon Prayer, we are directed to join audibly in the service, 
the voice of all within these walls should be heard ; not 
loud but distinct, yet humble and gentle, as influenced by 
a reverential awe of the glorious majesty of God. At 
other times, the subjects of our prayers should occupy the 
mind, and the heart be lifted up with earnest desire, so 
that, as with one voice, every tongue should express, out 
of the fulness of the heart, the loud Amen. Let there, 
here, be no unwilling homage paid when we confess Jesus 
to be our Lord ; let there be no unbended knee, when we 
should be in the attitude of prayer; let there be no 
wandering eye here, but, from a deep sense of the Presence 
we are in, let there be an abstraction, as great as we can 
attain, from all outward objects, from all worldly thoughts, 
from all earthly feelings ; and let no word be uttered but 
in prayer or praise ; thus shall we show our reverence, and 
may hope that we have held communion with our God, 
and that He will shed abroad His Spirit in our heart. 

Secondly, we may show our reverence, by our behaviour 
in our churchyard. Yes, my brethren, for it is a conse- 

* Cten. xzTiii. 17. 
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crated place, in which the mortal remains of those who 
have been disciples of Christ are deposited until awoke 
by the archangel's trump. Their bodies were once tem- 
ples of the Holy Ghost; as such we are bound to re- 
gard them, for we may " judge nothing until the Lord 
come."® Then let us tread softly where they lie; let not 
the loud laugh be heard there, but, rather, let the tokens 
of mortality which we see around solemnize our thoughts, 
and remind us that, ere long, our body must return to its 
kindred dust, and our soul miist render herself into the 
hands of her Maker. And then let us ask ourselves the 
serious question. Am I prepared to meet my God ? Such 
reverence as this would surely be blessed to us ; we should 
not walk so heedlessly through the world, nor live so 
carelessly, nor think so lightly as we do of holy things, 
were our minds imbued with a deeper habitual reverence 
than most of us possess. 

Lastly, .we may show our reverence by our zeal in pro- 
moting God's glory : and this we shall do by living a life 
of holiness ; by personal and family religion ; by private 
and family prayer ; by exercising our legitimate influence 
in leading others to serve God more entirely, not by con- 
straint, but by the force of love ; by discountenancing 
irreligion ; by showing our hatred of sin, not of the 
sinner, and so leading such to renounce their sins : also, 
by helping forward the religious education of the rising 
generation ; especially thus instructing our own children, 
by teaching them early to reverence Christ ; to love His 
holy name ; to delight in His word ; to keep free from 
sin ; to shun temptation ; to abstain from all appearance 
of evil ; and to pray that He would bear them in His 
arms, as the lambs of His flock, and nourish them with 
the dew of His grace. If Christians would thus act with 

• 1 Cor. iv. 5. 
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respect to themselves, their servants, their children, — 
using the same energy which they show when the know- 
ledge of this world's affairs and its interests are concerned, 
we should soon have full churches, consistent Christians, 
and numerous guests at the table of the Lord ; men would 
give liberally of their gold and their silver, of their spices 
and their fruits, and we should have abundant means to 
spread far and wide the Gospel of our crucified Redeemer; 
*^ the knowledge of the Lord should cover the earth as 
the waters cover the sea;*° *^all kings should fall down 
before Him, yea, all nations should do Him homage."" 

'0 Isaiah, xi. 9. »» Ps. Ixxii. 11. 
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THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES' MALIGNITY TOWARDS 

THE NAZARENE. 



Beckless foes, O Lord, combine, 
Banged against Thy power divine ; 
Fain would they defeat Thy love, 
Blindly helping that to prove. 

Thus, e'en now, we sometimea find 
Men to crush the truth inclined ; 
Cause of error to the weak. 
Falsely of Thy priests they speak. 

Yet, O Lord, Thy truth is great ; 
May we own it ere too lat« ! 
Wide it spreads to do Thy will, 
Which at length it shall fulfil. 



PEAYER.* 

O GOD, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our only Saviour, the Prince 
of Peace, give us grace seriously to lay to heart the great dangers we are 
in by our unhappy divisions. Take away all hatred and prejudice, and 
whatsoever else may hinder us from godly Union and Concord, that, a« there 
is but one Body, and one Spirit, and one Hope of our Calling, one Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptism, one God and Father of us all, so we may 
henceforth be all of one heart and of one soul, united in one holy bond of 
Truth and Peace, of Faith and Love ; and may, with one mind and one 
mouth, glorify Thee, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

♦ For Unity, see Form of Prayer for the Queen's Accession. 



"that deceived said, while he was yet alive, 'after 
three days i will rise again.'" 

Matthew xxvii. 63. 

We saw yesterday, my beloved brethren, the result of the 
combined efforts of our Lord's reckless foes ; we say reck- 
less, because they cared not by what means they destroyed 
Jesus ; that was their object, and by every means which 
hatred and malignity could devise, they were bent upon 
accomplishing it. They ranged themselves in determined 
hostility to Jesus, not perceiving, in the wonders which He 
wrought, the signs of that divine power which the Son of 
God alone possessed. We saw their end attained, so far as 
we might expect they would pursue it, in the crucifixion 
of Christ. They were assured of His death, for the 
soldiers did not break His legs because He was dead 
already;^ moreover, a soldier pierced His side "with a 
spear, and forthwith came thereout blood and water : " ' 
types of His sacraments ; the water of baptism,] and the 
spiritual drink in His supper. 

But we also saw the pierced and wounded body of 
Jesus taken down from the cross, and wound in fine linen 
with spices ; and laid in a new tomb by the devout and 
reverential hands of Joseph and Nicodemus, and Mary of 
Magdala, and Mary the mother of Joses, present at His 
burial : but now they are gone to keep rest during the 
sabbath, intending, when the first day of the week shall 
dawn, to return, bringing with them spices to anoint their 
Lord. Their love was not quenched by the success of 
their Master's foes ! they would do all they could to show 

^ John xiz. 83. ^ j^^ ^^^ 34. 
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their devoted attachment to Him who had done such great 
things for them ! 

But the malice of our Saviour's foes is not yet satisfied ; 
scarcely was the sabhath ended, ere " the chief priests and 
Pharisees came together unto Pilate, saying, ^Sir, we re- 
member that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, 
*^ After three days I will rise again ; " command therefore 
that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, 
lest his disciples come by night and steal Him away, 
and say unto the people, ^' He is risen from the dead ; " so 
the last error shall be worse than the first.' Pilate said 
unto them, ^ Ye have a watch ; go your way, make it as 
sure as ye can.' So they went and made the sepulchre 
sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch."' 

I. We shall first notice whom it is that they call a de- 
ceiver; the word thus translated, might also have been 
rendered a cheat, an impostor. Jesus had repeatedly 
declared that He should be killed, and that on the third 
day He would rise again. He had now been betrayed to 
the chief priests and scribes, and they had condemned 
Him as worthy of death ; they had delivered Him to the 
Gentiles, Pilate and his soldiers, who had mocked, and 
scourged, and crucified Him : they, the scribes, had ful- 
filled these parts of our Lord's prophecy ; they could not 
fulfil the concluding sentence of it, " the third day He 
shall rise again," but they would do what they could to 
prevent its fulfilment. It was Jesus, then, whom they 
stigmatized as a deceiver, a cheat, an impostor ! Jesus, 
the Friend of sinners ; the bountiful Dispenser of health 
to the sick ; the Giver of sight to the blind ; the Strength- 
ener of the palsied frame : He "Who gave hearing to the 
dull ear, speech to the silent tongue, life to the dead ; He, 
at Whose touch fever forsook the burning frame, and issues 

Matt, xxyii, 63—66. 
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of blood were stayed ; He at Whose word the paralysed 
nerves were re-knit and invigorated, and demons gave up 
possession of human souls ; He Who was, indeed, the Phy- 
sician of souls, and Who taught that God was a Spirit, and 
must be worshipped in spirit and in truth. This was He 
Whom they; denounced as a deceiver, as an impostor, as 
a cheat ! Wise in their own eyes, they saw not the Wis- 
dom of God in the person of, Jesus : skilled in the 
Scriptures, learned in its prophecies, their self conceit 
blinded them to the truth that in Jesus were fulfilled the 
predictions concerning the Messiah. 

II. We notice, secondly, the scribes and Pharisees who 
came to Pilate. 

1. They were religious men; they made a great pro- 
fession of their religion ; they were very devout in their 
outward conduct ; they loved to have the chief seats in the 
synagogues ; they prayed in the corners of the streets that 
they might be seen of men. They were greedy of in- 
fluence ; were fond of greetings in the market-place, and 
of being called by men Rabbi. They were excessive in 
all their religious observances. On the other hand, there 
were those who affected to despise these things as weak, 
nesses. But in both cases the root of their conduct was 
religious pride ; they were alike anxious to show themselves 
wiser than their neighbours, and became wise above that 
which was written in the law, instead of honestly conform- 
ing themselves to its plain injunctions. 

2. What were the motives of the Pharisees who came 
to Pilate ? They had succeeded in putting Jesus to death, 
but they were not immindful of His having said that He 
would rise again. They chose, however, to forget that 
they had put a different construction on His words at His 
trial, when they made it appear that He threatened to 
destroy the material temple. They were, nevertheless, 

G 
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not quite sure that their object was attained ; conscious of 
their own deceit and trickery, they suspect, or insinuate 
suspicion, that the disciples of Jesus would take away 
His body, and pretend that He had actually risen from 
the dead. Their motives, then, were to prevent this, as, 
in the event of the disciples doing so, such a declaration 
might cause the people to rise in rebellion, and bring ruin 
upon themselves as the murderers of the Messiah. It 
was a blind act on their part; they were doing the very 
thing which would tend to confirm the fact that Jesus was 
the Christ. 

3. What was the feeling which actuated them in this 
proceeding ? It was malice. Their malignity was not 
satiated when Jesus was crucified : it pursued Him after 
death. Men have existed, since then, who have perse- 
cuted those whom they hated unto death, but then their 
malignity has done its worst. It is only when religion is 
concerned that man's malignity follows its victims when 
life has ended. Such was the malignity of the Pharisees ; 
nothing could quench it ; death itself, in its most horrible 
form, could not subdue that bitter hatred which they 
entertained towards the Nazarene. 

4. What produced this malignity ? It sprung from envy. 
Jesus was a good man ; He practised what He taught. 
He placed the Pharisees in an odious light by contrast 
with the purity of His own life. He enforced the keeping 
of the moral law, not by precept only, but by example 
too. He told the people to do what the scribes and 
Pharisees taught y but not to follow their practice. His words 
and His actions were a constant reproof of their hollow 
profession and hypocrisy, and hence, seized with envy, 
their thoughts were all how to silence Him ; their hearts 
were filled with malice ; malice rendered more bitter by 
the very innocence and purity of the object of it. 
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Many instructive lessons may be gathered from this last 
effort of the Pharisees to defame Christy and to defeat 
Him in His work and labour of love. We shall point out 
some of them. 

I. First, let us ask, how do we regard Christ ? Do we 
look upon Him as a deceiver, a cheat, an impostor ? or, 
do we think it nothing to us that He was so regarded by 
the Pharisees ? Do we regard Him as the Son of God, or 
as the Nazarene, a native of an obscure village, and 
therefore to be treated with contempt ? Do we look upon 
Him as possessed of divine power, by which He was 
enabled to perform such marvellous works ? or do we, as 
the Pharisees did, think that He cast out devils by Beel- 
zebub, the Prince of the devils ? You will say that you 
look upon Him as the Saviour of mankind. If so, then 
you have made Him your friend ; you love His teaching ; 
you delight to hear of His works of love and mercy ; you 
love to read the records of His words and deeds in the 
holy Gospels; your meditations are upon the purity of 
His life and character, as the pattern for you to imitate ; 
your feet tend, with willing steps, to His house, that you 
may serve Him there ; you are oft a partaker of the com- 
munion of His body and blood ; you walk humbly with 
your God, and it is your meat and your drink to do 
whatsoever your Saviour has commanded. If otherwise, 
then you do, in your deeds, treat Jesus as a deceiver, a 
cheat, an impostor. Oh ! beware of thus acting I for 
when He shall come again, and find that you lived as one 
who would not have Him to reign over you. He will not 
own you, but will drive you from His presence. 

II. Secondly, are there any of the sect of the Pharisees 
now? Alas! yes, there is an abundance of them. All 
self-seekers are Pharisees ; persons who make a profession 
of religion, not because they love Christ, and desire to be 
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His, but to promote their own ends. They make a great 
boast of their love for souls, of their faith in Christ, of 
their dread of error; they will denounce, in unmeasured 
terms, what they think heresy ; they do not hesitate to set 
up their own judgment against the judgment of men better 
and wiser than themselves ; they do not think it their duty 
to "submit to every ordinance of man, for the Lord's 
sake,"* although the inspired word of God requires them 
to do so ; they love to have the pre-eminence in all things. 
And this has always been so, my brethren, and we may 
know whence these things proceed, for the Apostle James 
has told us : " Whence," he says, ''whence come wars and 
fightings among you ? Come they not hence, even of your 
lusts (or desires), that war in your members?*'* Let us 
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and if we have 
any of it in us now, let us get rid of it by humbling our- 
selves. Let us " not speak evil one of another ; for he 
that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, 
speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law."® Let us, 
then, '' follow after charity." ' Let our " love be without 
dissimulation."® Let us "be like-minded, having the 
same love ; being of one accord, of one mind."® 

III. We next notice the malignity with which such 
have pursued the objects of their malice since the time 
of Christ. Many have persecuted their victims unto 
death ; slandered their character ; imputed bad motives ; 
borne false witness; spoken of them as if they were 
cheats, and impostors, and deceivers. In one case we have 
recorded the malignity of religious professors, even towards 
the dead. When there were two Popes, — two Bishops of 
Rome, — one anathematizing the other, one WickcliflTe there 
was in this country, who translated the Scriptures into 

* 1 Pet. u. 13. « Jas. iv. 1. • Jas. iv. 11. f 1 Cor. xiv. 1. 

» Rom. xii. 9, » Phil. ii. 2. 
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English. He died in peace (A. d. 1387), but, forty-one 
years after, the Komish Church, in one of her councils, *• 
condemned his bones to be taken out of their grave, to be 
burned, and cast into a brook. They were cast, says 
Professor Blunt, ** into the Swift, which bore them to the 
Avon, that to the Severn, the Severn to the sea, to be 
dispersed into all lands; which things are an allegory."^* 
To change the metaphor : the Reformed Catholic Church 
of England, like a tree, was small in its beginnings; it 
has now spread its branches into Africa, America, Australia, 
India, and New Zealand, bearing leaves thereon, which 
are " for the healing of the nations." 

There is one point which we have not yet noticed, that 
is, the success of the application of the Pharisees. Pilate 
told them to " seal the stone, and set a watch. " Thev did 
so ; but this was vain. This act of theirs only tended to 
prove that Jesus did rise from the dead. True, they used 
bribery to induce the watch to say that Jesus' disciples 
stole His body from the tomb ; but if so, why did they 
not compel the production of the body by the disciples ? 
That would have proved their case at once, and for ever 
set at rest the pretensions of Jesus to be the Christ. 

There is great comfort for the faithful minister and the 
faithful Christian in the failure of this act, or, rather, in 
its turning " out to the furtherance of the Gospel." When 
we, my dear brethren, are assailed as regards our teach- 
ing, or our profession, when it is affirmed that we are not 
what we profess to be, that we love not the Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity, then let us take comfort. The 
malicious words and deeds of opposers will tend rather to 
the furtherance of the truth. The word of God shall 
prevail. The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ shall still be 
glad tidings to every conscious sinner. Oh ! may all 

" Constance. " ** Eefonnation in England," p. 85. 
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of US accept it as the ^'anchor of the soul!** May we 
cling closer than ever to the cross ! May we go on our way 
rejoicing, not regarding the envy or the malice of the 
foes of Christ ; " for as the rain cometh down, and the 
snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth 
the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may 
give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater, so shall" 
the word of the Lord "be thatgoeth forth out of" His 
" mouth, it shall not return unto" Him "void, but it shall 
accomplish that which" He '* pleases, and it shall prosper 
in the thing whereto " He "sent it."** 

" Isaiah It. 10, 11. 



THE END. 
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SPECIMEN PAGE. 

You have felt an interest in the frequent, perhaps 
periodical, recipient of your charitable aid. Of 
course, thousands would feel the same degree of 
interest in this poor man. Whenever they came 

m 

near the Temple, they would look for the poor 
helpless pensioner of their bounty, that they might 
hand him the accustomed dole; perhaps, kindly 
inquire after his health; ask how many years he 
had been in the daily habit of sitting there ; for- 
getting, amid their own pressing private cares, 
that they had heard often before, and he not the 
less pleased to repeat the information. Think, 
then, of the inquiries which would be made when 
he disappeared ! ** Where is the impotent man 
who used to sit at the Beautiful gate? Is he 
dead? What has become of him? I made it 
a rule to minister to his necessities whenever I 
came to the Temple." Think of the astonishment 
which must follow upon the satisfaction of these 
questions ! " Dead ! Oh, no ; he 's no longer 
lame; he's cured; he can walk as well as you 
can!" "Cured! How? by whom? I thought 
he was lame from his birth !" " So he was; but 
he was cured by two of the disciples of Jesus of 
Nazareth, Who was crucified. They told him to 
rise up and walk, in the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth ; and, immediately, he did so. He 
leaped up and stood, and walked, and entered into 
the Temple, praising God." 
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